The Norwich Collection of Calculi.
(Concluded from page 325.)
The inquiry which will naturally suggest itself to the reader of this brief notice of a most interesting collection is, " Why should Norfolk be so peculiarly the home of this miserable disease of stone ?"
The question is far more easily asked than answered. These are facts beyond dispute, but a search for the causes leads to very debatable ground, and opens out problems which the wisest and most experienced surgeons says that "stone in the young children of the poor is so common as to constitute more than half the whole number of cases." The same authority has affirmed "that strict inquiry shows that the abundance of stone in children of urban over rural populations, and of one district over another, will be found in strict accordance with the difficulty of procuring milk." He adds, as corroborating this view, that, "A few years ago, after removing a stone from a child of well-to-do parents, I was remarking to one of my assistants that this was the first instance in my practice, and that I attributed the general absence of stone to milk ; the mother volunteered the statement that, in a large family, this was her only child who never could take milk, and who therefore never had any." There can be little doubt that to this cause is attributable many of the diseases which attend the early years of childhood in rural districts, and of which the Norwich Hospital has had ample experience. If 
